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SUB J : VISIT OF FKTU PRESIDENT TO U.S. 

REF: STATE 94238 

1 . FKTU PRESIDENT CHUNG TONG-HO AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
DIRECTOR CHO IK OK WILL VISIT U.S. IN MID MAY UNDER AAFLI 
AUSPICES AS NOTED IN REFTEL. AAFLI-WASHINGTON HAS ASSUMED 
MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY FOR SCHEDULING OF VISITS AND AAFLI/ 

KOREA DOES NOT HAVE SPECIFICS OF PROGRAM. CHUNG SEES 
TRIP AS FOCUSSED ON FOSTERING TRADE UNION CONTACTS 
ESPECIALLY WITHIN AFL-CIO, AND PLACES FULL CONFIDENCE 

IN AAFLI/W ASHINGTON TO GUIDE HIM THROUGH WHATEVER 
PROGRAMS OF CONTACTS THEY FEEL WILL BE MOST HELPFUL TO HIM. 

2. CHUNG WILL MOST PROBABLY WANT TO CONVEY TO U.S. 

CONUNTERPARTS KOREAN LABOR'S CONCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE 
LOSS OF U.S. MARKETS TOKOREAN INDUSTRY AND WITHDRAWAL 
OF U.S. GROUND FORCES. THESE CONCERNS DO EXIST AMONG 
FKTU RANK-AND-FILE. 

3. AS DEPARTMENT WARE, KOREAN LABOR MOVEMENT'S FREEDOM 
OF ACTION IS HEMMED IN BY RESTRICTIVE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
AND NATIONAL SECURITY LEGISLATION. CHUNG HAS. 

SINCE HIS ELECTION IN OCTOBER 1976, PRESSED HARD FOR A 
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BROADENING OF LABOR MOVEMENT RIGHTS. AT SAME TIME, HE 
HAS TRIED TO HOLD LABOR MOVEMENT TOGETHER AND INDEED 
HAS LED STRONG OFFENSIVE TO ORGANIZE NEW MEMBERS. HE 
HAS TRIED TO RECAST FKTU IMAGE AS REPRESENTATIVE OF 
WORKERS, RATHER THAN CHANNEL OF GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF 
WORKERS. THERE HAVE BEEN SOME RECENT INDICATIONS THAT 
ROKG HAS CONSULTED WITH FKTU ON LABOR AND ECONOMIC MATTERS 
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AFFECTING LABOR ON THIS BASIS. 

4. OBVIOUSLY CHUNG'S IMPUT WILL NOT RESOLVE DIFFICULT 
TRADE OR SECURITY PROBLEMS, BUT WHATEVER ASSISTANCE 
DEPARTMENT CAN PROVIDE AAFLIAVASHINGTON TO MAKE CHUNG'S 
VISIT A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE WILL HELP KOREAN LABOR 
MOVEMENT IN ITS STRUGGLE FOR STATUS AS AN INSTITUTION. 

SNEIDER 
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